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Jeffrey S. Dykens, Board of Selectmen Chairman, issues Statement Regarding Release of 

Final Comprehensive Conservation Plan for Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge 

  

  

Almost two years ago the Chatham Board of Selectmen issued a statement regarding the town’s 

recommendations and concerns on development of a new Comprehensive Conservation Plan 

(CCP) for the Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). Today the Town received official 

notice that the final CCP has been approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). 

 

At the outset we want to thank all the members of our community who participated in this 

process, especially the Town’s Monomoy Refuge Task Force, and all those that wrote letters or 

signed petitions to make sure the views of the Chatham community and Cape Cod were 

respected.    

 

We also want to thank our federal, state and local elected officials who continue to strongly 

support Chatham and understand that for centuries Chatham residents and visitors alike have 

enjoyed the natural beauty of Monomoy Island.  These officials recognize that the recreational 

opportunities and commercial/recreational fisheries around Monomoy are an integral part of our 

local and regional economy and character.  Representative Sarah Peake reinforced these values 

by accompanying a Town delegation visit to Washington, DC to meet with our Congressman and 

Senators.   

    

During this two year period we worked very closely with local and regional FWS personnel and 

they deserve a great deal of credit for their efforts to accommodate as much as possible the 

Town’s concerns.  A significant example of this cooperation was the agreement between the 

Town and FWS resolving jurisdiction over South Beach in the Town’s favor. Many other 

accommodations were made during the CCP process but we are still reviewing the final 

documents just made available to us.    

 

Unfortunately, one major area of disagreement remains and that is ownership and control of the 
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open waters and submerged lands to the west of Monomoy Island. For decades the Town and the 

Commonwealth have managed fisheries and other activities in that area because it is not part of 

the Refuge.  Regrettably, the FWS contends, and only recently so, that those lands and waters are 

owned by the Federal government and have always been included in the Refuge. The Town, and 

the Massachusetts Office of the Attorney General, submitted lengthy legal arguments 

demonstrating ownership by the Commonwealth that appear to have been largely ignored.   

 

In the coming days we will be meeting with the Attorney General’s office to determine what 

legal remedies may be available to the Town and the Commonwealth.  Unfortunately, litigation 

is costly and a waste of taxpayer dollars for the Town, the Commonwealth, and the FWS. 

 

Another option the Board is considering is to request federal legislation that would permanently 

clarify the boundary.  We will soon be meeting with the Massachusetts congressional delegation 

to discuss the best legislative approach and we will be seeking support from Governor Baker.  

While the new CCP will allow most current activities west of Monomoy to continue, federal 

ownership means that FWS has total control and could prohibit any and all activities at any point 

in the future.  The illegal taking by the Federal government of the western land and waters is 

totally unacceptable to the Town and we will do everything possible to prevent it. 

 

Finally, it must be pointed out that throughout this entire process not a single federal official has 

questioned the Town’s environmental stewardship of our shared natural resources.  To the 

contrary, for hundreds of years the Town has demonstrated an enduring commitment to the 

sustainable use and wise stewardship of our natural resources; a commitment we intend to 

continue.        


